
Retnetnbering Retnetnbrance
 
The Thoughts of Ingrid Leatherdale 

An invitation to an evening 
presentation at the Imperial 
War Museum, in recognition 
of the schools work on 
Remembrance -What a 
fabulous opportunity!!" 

Teacher John Fletcher with veteran. 

I didn't get to go to Singapore 
and New Zealand but was 
delighted to be involved in 
follow up presentations with 
the British legion and the 
veterans - hence the chance 
to go to the Imperial War 
Museum. 

The highlight of the evening 
was chatting to the veterans. 
Ordinaly (though elderly) 
looking men with 
extraordinary tales. So self 
effacing about what they had 
achieved and what they had 

been through. One gentleman 
explaining that he was Special 
Operational Services because 
he spoke a bit of German. 
We could have talked to these 
guys for hours and still only 
touched on understanding 
their experiences. 

The journey home meant 
talking through the 
importance of trying to 
understand what these men 
went through and how to 
ensure these experiences are 
never repeated. 

The Story of East Braintree (part one)
 
For our purposes in looking 
at its history, East Braintree is 
the area from Railway Street 
to the west, the bypass to 
the east, Coggeshall Road to 
the north and the River Brain 
to the south. 

One of the first known 
settlements was an Iron Age 
settlement on the banks and 
slopes of the River Brain 
about 3.500 years ago. 111is 
was inhabited by a Celtic 

tribe known as the 
Trinovantes, who were part 
of the main tribe of the 
Iceni. They were farmers 
and would have farmed the 
land on the slopes of the 
valley and fished in the river. 
In those days trackways 
linked the various 
communities and one ran 
towards the area of 
Heybridge, part of which ran 
along the southern border of 
the school. Another route 

ran along Rayne Road and 
Coggeshall Road from 
Hertfordshire to the coast. 
As a result a smaller Iron 
Age settlement known as 
Bane Tre (the settlement on 
a hill) was set up in the 
present town centre from 
which the name of Braintree 
is thought to derive. 

David Possee 
Local Historian 

What's In A Name?
 
AJec Hunter Humanities 
College was named after 
Braintree's leading textile 
designer of the 1930's. 

Alec Hunter was born in 
Haslemere. After selving in 
the army during the First 
World War he joined his 
father's weaving firm at 
Letchworth. His father was a 
textile designer with a 
tradition of silk weaving. 
In 1927 his family moved to 

Edinburgh, Alec worked 
here producing 
contemporary fabrics. He 
joined Warner and Sons, 
local weaver, in 1932, later 
becoming the manager and 
the director of the 
Braintree factory. He was 
responsible for producing 
traditional silks and 
brocades woven for the 
Coronation ceremony of 
King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

AJec Hunter was a kind 
generous man who was 
honoured by many 
associations and societies. 
Not only was Alec Hunter 
school named after him, 
many roads on the Kings 
Park Estate are named after 
his designs, Deerleap. 
Linfold, Harwell, Bridport 
and Broadoaks. 

Rebecca Mecklenburgh 

Local
 
History
 

Prize 
We need 

your help!­
Give us 

ideas for a 
Local 

History 
Project and 
you could 
see your 
ideas in 
print!!! 

There will 
be a prize 

for the best 
idea!!! 

Contaetthe 
Editor. 

... many 
roads on the 
Kings Park 
Estate are 
named after 
his designs . .. 



Policing In Braintree Goes Back To It's Roots
 
Policing in Braintree has 
returned to its roots, the 
responsive system and use 
of shifts has been replaced 
by neighbourhood policing 
teams, where the 
community become familiar 
with the police officers 
operating in their area. 

The new style police force 
is about "getting into the 
community, and finding out 
about problems." There is 
great emphasis upon 
supporting the community, 
especially for young people. 
This new system involves 
NPTs (Neighbourhood 
policing Teams), increasing 
detection of crime. 

Working with young people 
and supporting them is the 
main thing in community 
policing. Getting into the 
community and getting 
people familiar with the 
police is what it is all about. 

Police Officers are now 
getting into the commun.ity 
and think that it's "not about 
criminalizing young people, 
it's about educating them.. 

Lauren Nash and 
David Endersby, Police Community Support Officer Natalie Fryatt 

Neighbourhood Policing News Or Information. 

Any Neighbourhood Policing News Or Information
 
You Would Like To Share?
 

If so please contact H.Birley at Alec Hunter Humanities College (For 
Community Policing Articles) or contact David Endel·sby, Police 
COlnmunity Support Officer on 07969 150 422. 
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'Cressing ocks 
hat's New And Old At Cressing Temple 

Cressing Rock is becoming 
one of East Angiia's top 
annual events. Cressing 
Rock is raising money for the 
Teenager Cancer Trust and 
for local RotaIY charities. 
The money raised for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust will go 
directly to Addenbrooks 
Hospital, Cambridge. This is 
a unit where, when open, 
Braintree teenagers amongst 
others, who are diagnosed 
with cancer can be referred 
to, where they will receive 
specialist care. 

If you are 13-20, bored 
in the Evenings and at 
Weekends join the Air 
Cadets. Get your Duke 
of Edinburgh Award, fly 
planes, learn how to 
shoot and make new 
friends l! Air cadets is 
only £1.50 per week and 
you can do sports, 
debates, quizzes as well. 

Cadet Nights are 
Mondays and Fridays. 
We are located on the 

Colin Morgan and Parents 
took Great Braclfords under 
15's on a foothall tour to 
Barcelona earlier this year. 
The tour was fantastic for the 
boys as they really bonded 
as friends but also as a team 
(like England?!!). Whilst on 
tour the boys were entered 
into a League and they had 
to play three other teams, 
and all the boys thought that 

The headliners of this year's 
concert are the Manfreds. 
The supporting acts are The 
Jones Gang, The Animals, 
and the Fat Cat trio. 

Cressing Temple Barns clate 
back to Medieval times and 
the Knights Templar made 
famous recently by the book 
and film, the Da Vinci Code. 

Rebecca Mecklenburgh 

Reach For The Sky!!! 

Youth Football Tour.
 
there would be at least one 
Spanish team they would 
play but no, they went to 
play two under 16's English 
teams and one Italian team II 
The conditions weren't for 
football with the sun 
beaming down and the 
temperature reaching highs 
of 36C. 
Colin Morgan, tour leader 
said "The boys did very well; 

Fairview Estate 
opposite the Old 
People's Home. All are 
welcome so come 
along and give it a try!1I 

Article by Chris Mihalfi. 

they represented the club 
and the CountIy to a high 
standard and the parents are 
veIY pleased and honoured 
that the boys did so well. 
The tour was really worth it 
and all I want to say is well 
done to Bradfords under 
16's." 

Article by Mark Ferrari. 

. .. the 
temperature 
reaching 
highs 
oj36C ... 
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Braintree Student NATIONAL
 
Represents England
 AWARD 

Martin Pitts of Alec Hunter 
Humanities College represented WINNER 
England in athletics at Gateshead 
recently. Such is Martin's dedication On Friday 30th June I arrived in London 

that he was happy to forsake the at the Jury's Hotel. I had won first prize 
in the Specialist Schools Academy "Place Leaver's Prom in order to compete.
 
to Remember" History Competition.
 Meanwhile, back in school younger
 

students competed hard on School
 
It all began on the day our HistorySport Day. This year saw many 
teacher "Mr Birley" introduced the 

School records being broken 
project to the class. I came up with the 

reflecting the current wealth of 
idea of using a gravestone of one of my

sporting talent. ancestors to tell the story of my family 
and it's connection to Plymouth. 

Part of the message of my project was 
that it is not just my family who has a 
gravestone with a story behind it, there 
is one for everybody. 

I was and am proud of my achievement 
as it was well 

... happy to 

forsake 
worth it and out of all of
the Leaver~s it I now own a digital camera!
 

Prom ...	 Article by Denise Morris 

ARTICLES WANTED 

LOCAL AND FAMILY 
mSTORY ClASSES 

10 weekly sessions from 
September 27th 2006 

At 

Humanities College 

7.15 -8.15pm 

•	 Interested in your local 
area and its past? 

•	 Ever wondered how to 
find out more about family 
history? 

•	 Interested in your 
Community? 

•	 Sessions led by local 
historian David Possee 

This local and Family History
 
Course gives you a chance to
 
find out more and develop
 

your skills with the possibility
 
of producing a heritage based
 

community project.
 

If interested please register
 
by contacting Mr H Birley
 

at the address below
 
by September 10th 2006
 

If you have something to say about this part of Braintree, please send in your article and or pictures to
 
'The Editor.'
 

We would welcome your contribution.
 

The Editor 
Alec Hunter Humanities College 
Stubbs Lane 
Braintree, Essex 
CM73NR 
Phone: 01376 321813 
Fax: 01376 326839 
Email: 
humanities@alechunter.essex.sch.uk 
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